
5 Movies about Chasing Your Dream 

 

Everyone has a dream. Maybe they want to be a president, maybe they wish to be an astronaut. And 

we like to watch movies about people with big dreams, because we want to know if they will achieve 

that dream at the end. But what do these movies teach us about “chasing your dream”? 

 

1. Robots (2005) 

From Robots we learn that chasing your dream is never easy, not even when you have the necessary 

skills. You also need other people’s acknowledgement for it. 

Rodney (voiced by Evan McGregor) is a robotic boy who dreams of becoming an inventor and 

making the world a better place. Since he’s very young, he’s already tinkered with unused machines 

and he even manages to invent a superb dish-cleaning gadget he calls “Wonderbot”. From this we 

can see that Rodney already has what it takes to be a great inventor. 

But it’s not that easy. He may have the skills, but since he hasn’t proven to other robots that he can 

make their world better, nobody appreciates his talent. Which is why he decides to go to Robot City 

and find his childhood idol. In the process he meets friends who acknowledge and support him, and 

in return his dream changes their world for good. 

 

2. Ratatouille (2007) 

From Ratatouille we learn that whoever you have, you have the rights to choose your dream. 

Remy (Patton Oswalt) is a rat, and as we know rats are sewer creatures that often ruin a good, clean 

kitchen. But Remy wants to be a cook because he’s inspired by his idol, who is a great human cook. 

And he knows he has an excellent cooking skill even though other rats try to convince him that no 

human would want to eat anything a rat cooks. 

Remy’s persistence is indeed remarkable and when he meets a young garbage boy named Linguini 

(Lou Romano), he sees his chance to make that dream come true. Remy teaches us that just because 

people think you’re not the right person for your dream doesn’t mean you should give up. 
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3. Igor (2008) 

Igor reminds us that other people have dreams of their own and sometimes their dreams may clash 

with yours. 

“Igors” is how they call an Evil Scientist’s assistants in The Kingdom of Malaria. They’re all hunchbacked 

and generally thought to be dim-witted. But one Igor (John Cusack) knows he’s intelligent and he 

wants to become more than an assistant — he wants to become an Evil Scientist himself. 

To chase his dream, Igor invents a Frankenstein-like being and accidentally names her Eva (Molly 

Shannon). He plans to use her to win an Evil Science Fair, but Eva, after she has developed a 

personality, finds a dream of her own: she wants to be an actress. And as you may have expected, Igor 

doesn’t like this one bit, because if Eva becomes an actress he won’t be able to achieve his own dream. 

When your dream clashes with other people’s, sometimes you have to make a compromise. 

Sometimes, one of you may even have to give up your dream, so that you can support their dreams. 

And that’s not necessarily a bad thing. 

 

4. Up (2009) 

Up teaches us that while chasing your dream is a great thing, sometimes something more precious 

than a dream is already there with you — and all you have to do is to notice it. 

Young Carl and Ellie dream of going in an adventure to find Paradise Falls. The two meet in their 

childhood. Then they get married, they find jobs as a balloon vendor and a zookeeper, they 

unsuccessfully save up some money for their dream — and eventually, Ellie passes away, leaving the 

elderly Carl (Edward Asner) alone with that lonely dream. 

Refusing to let his and Ellie’s dream to go to waste, Carl ties up hundreds of balloons onto their 

home and brings it into the sky. But as Carl goes to find Paradise Falls — just like in his promise with 

Ellie — he’s faced with a choice: he can either persistently chase that dream or abandon it to do 

what is right. 

While to Carl the dream of Paradise Falls is very important, he realises that his time with Ellie is even 

more precious. And he’s simply content that this dream is what brings the two of them together — 

not realising that, somewhere else, that dream really comes true. 
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5. Brave (2012) 

From Brave we learn that forcing your dreams on other people isn’t good. Sometimes, all you have 

to do is discussing it with them, heart-to-heart. 

Merida (Kelly Macdonald) is a young princess of a Scotland clan who dreams of becoming an 

independent woman. So, she’s unhappy when her mother (Emma Thompson) told her to marry 

someone she hasn’t met before and goes at length to shame all her three suitors. This causes an 

argument between her and her mother, which ends with Merida tearing the family tapestry — the 

symbol of familial love and oneness that has protected their family for so long. 

As in Igor, Brave introduces us to a conflict between two people’s dreams — Merida who dreams of 

her freedom and her mother who wishes her to marry for the goodness of the clan. But Brave goes 

further to explain how forcing your dream on other people — to the point of tearing the family 

tapestry — won’t help you achieve your dream. Sometimes, all you need is a heart-to-heart talk with 

the other person, just like what Merida does. 
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