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Director: Frank Oz 
Starring: Matthew Macfadyen, Alan Tudyk, Peter Dinklage 

Who says a movie whose title begins with “death” is necessarily a horror? Frank Oz, the director of 

Bowfinger (1999), has outdone himself in Death at a Funeral: a crazy, twisted comedy with a father’s 

death as the main theme. A funeral that should be formal, polite and mournful explodes into a 

theatrical drama that involves temporary insanity, a bad-tempered old man and the dead father’s 

dark secret. 

Daniel (Matthew Macfadyen) is just trying to make a proper funeral for his father. He struggles hard 

to be a good son, while practising eulogy and hiding his jealousy towards his successful yet arrogant 

brother, Robert (Rupert Graves). One by one, the guests arrive to the mourning family’s house. 

Everything seems to go as planned until Simon (Alan Tudyk), having mistaken a hallucinogenic pill 

with a Valium, began to run around naked. While all attempts to keep everything under control 

seem to fail, an unknown guest, later addressed as Peter (Peter Dinklage), wants to have a private 

talk with Daniel and reveals something he doesn’t know (and doesn’t want to know) about his 

father. 

Frank Oz clearly loves to turn taboos into comical jokes. Beginning from the first scene of the movie, 

catchy twists and clever choice of dialogues will make the audience choke with laughter. As the 

movie progresses, the jokes get funnier and crazier. Simon’s drugs-induced insanity takes an 

important role in the story, when Daniel and Robert’s desperate attempt to hide their father’s secret 

is failing. But worse thing happens on Howard (Andy Nyman), possibly the most unlucky character in 

the movie, who gets an “extra-special” gift from Uncle Alfie (Peter Vaughan).  

Involving some inappropriate scenes and a lot of vulgar words, this movie is not suitable for children. 

The movie uses a classical convention where disasters keep happening in a series of events, getting 

worse as it goes, until all problems are suddenly solved with one remarkable ending. All the actors 

and actresses play beautifully with a good use of body language and camera movement to suggest 

an implied meaning. You can see this in the scene where Peter reveals the father’s secret: he doesn’t 
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use words, but his gestures and the camera movement indicates what he wants to say. Without one 

main hero dominating the movie, the audience can relate to every major character, knowing their 

strengths and weaknesses, and see how their characterisations build the storyline. 

Death at a Funeral can make you laugh at what is considered taboos in the British society. Prepare to 

laugh and frown with this one crazy movie. As the poster of the movie suggests, it’s all about 

“Putting the ‘fun’ in funeral”. 

 

Verdict: 9/10 
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